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1,000 years of history in a tree

5 Trees are easily the biggest and oldest of living
" things. A Douglas fir growing in the Powerscourt
; Estate, Co. Wicklow, is 57 metres in height and is
Ireland's tallest tree. However, it is little over half
the height of the giant redwood which is almost the
length of a football pitch.
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Oak and yew trees can live for 1,000 years, but
these are mere teenagers compared to the
bristlecone pines of California which are over 4,700
years old. We can accurately measure the age of
trees, because as they grow, they add additional
layers of wood or annual rings. In fast growing
coniferous frees, there may be over a centimetre
between rings, while in mature slow growing oaks
there may be up to 15 rings to each centimetre. The
bristlecone pine is so slow growing that there are
nearly 100 rings to the centimetre.

1600

1665 - English scie_n.‘h"r i Isaac
Newton discovered gravity. '
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541 - Henr‘y VIII declared: "King

%.0f Ireland”. His . forestry policy,
“continued by_ﬁ"gf{i assisted in In this illustration, we trace some of the events that
AR e oY (Y Torests. took place during the life of this 1,000 year-old oak,

which has lived through many changes in climate and
through centuries of great historical events.
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1347 - Black Death reached Europe a4
from China:~Almost one third of &
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Bark protects the tree.

Inner bark or phloem carries
food for the tree.

Cambium produces wood cells
or xylem.

Sapwood, which is the living
part of the free, stores and
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Tree species courtesy of the Tree Council of Ireland
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Viki at the ttle of Clontarf.
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Painting of oak and historic illustrations: Emiel Schinkel

Production: Magner Communications
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